September 2019

Editor: Liz Pearce Contact me by emailing: secretary@stageonetheatre.com

If you have any articles you would like included in the next Spotlight, please ensure you get them to me before the 25th of the month.

OUR NEXT PRODUCTION:

BLACK COMEDY

AND WH AT oy e
ADQUBLE BILL 9'-404_

HAPPENS NEXT? 1st - 5th October ME

2019

7.30pm  Tickets €12

STAGE ONE THEATRE
EMBA

The Box Office opens on Monday 9th
September—book your tickets on

99 967737

Or email now: boxoffice@stageonetheatre.com

AUDIHTONS

Billy Liar Directed by Mick Page

A teenager in a North Country town, Billy Fisher weaves a world of his own out of his day
dreams. He is an incurable liar, idle and dishonest, and to escape from his dull job as an
undertaker's clerk and his dreary domestic background, he imagines himself in so many
different situations that truth and fiction become hopelessly intermingled.

Auditions are on Tuesday 22nd October and Thursday 24th October at 7.00pm, and
performances are 4th to 7th March 2020. Audition pieces are available from Peter now. All
auditionees will be in the green room from the start.
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Social Nights coming up... LI

Thursday 19" September Social Night
‘Harmony’ Sara and the Choir will entertain. EVENTS

Thursday 17" October Social Night

'Funny Interpretative Dance" as seen on YouTube. Margaret Wright will be
organising this 'fun evening'.

" * RAY COONEY

Inthe, g«
SpOt]lght Cooney began to act in 1946, appearing in many of the Whitehall farces of

Brian Rix throughout the 1950s and 1960s. It was during this time that he

co-wrote his first play, One For The PoVith Tony Hilton, he co-wrote the
screenplay for the British comedy film What a Carve Up1961), which features Sid James and Kenneth
Connor.

In 1968 and 1969, Cooney adapted Richard Gordon's Doctor
novels for BBC radio, a series starring Richard Briers. He also took
parts in them.

Cooney has also appeared on TV and in several films, including a
film adaptation of his successful theatrical farce Not Now, Darling
(1973), which he co-wrote with John Chapman.

In 1983, Cooney created the Theatre of Comedy Company and
became its artistic director. During his tenure the company
produced over twenty plays such as Pygmalion(starring Peter |
O'Toole and John Thaw), Loot and Run For Your WifeHe co-
wrote a farce with his son Michael, Tom, Dick and Harr{1993). !
Cooney produced and directed the film Run For Your Wif@012),
based on his own play.

Cooney's farces combine a traditional British bawdiness with structural complication, as characters leap
to assumptions, are forced to pretend to be things that they are not, and often talk at cross-purposes.
He is greatly admired in France where he is known as "Le Feydeau Anglais”, ("The English Feydeau"), in
reference to the French farceur Georges Feydeau. Many of Cooney’s plays have been first produced, or
revived, at the Théatre de la Michodiere in Paris.

In January 1975, Cooney was the subject of This Is Your Life when he
was surprised by Eamonn Andrews at London's Savoy Hotel. In 2005,
Cooney was made an Officer of the Order of the British Empire in
recognition of his services to drama.
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JAN JONES

Stage One members were very sad to hear the news
that Jan Jones died on the 25th July in the UK. We send
our sincere condolences to Terry at this saddest of
times. Many of you knew Jan had been unwell for some
time and that she and Terry returned to the UK in the &
spring. She was a loyal and steadfast supporter of all

that we did at Stage One and her friendship and
affection for the group will be sadly missed by many of

us who knew her.

A few members were able to attend the funeral—
Louise Vreony writes : “What a wonderful send-off for
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the lovely Jan. Everyone wearing colourful clothes, butterflies everywhere. Her poems
were beautiful. And the many, many photographs showed a life well-lived, by this well-
loved lady. What a wonderful celebration of Jan's life and legacy.”

| want to be a Luviee

| want to be a Luviee

| want to wear a wig

And strut my stuff on stage like
Don’t want a part too big

| want to wear posh makeup

And have a real nice gown

You never know might shock you all
And win a Pafta crown

| might make best Newcomer
Best Actress or Support

Bite Bullet have a go like—
Me ‘usband says | aught

It’s nice to have your daydreams
But I’'m really quite a mouse

So I'll just stay where | feel safe
Out there in Front Of House

Jan Jones
(found in a notebook)

Terry Jones thanks all of the Stage One
members who sent me the most moving of
messages and for the members who attended
the Celebration of my wonderful Jan’s life.

| would also like to thank the Committee and
the Chairman for your kind donation to Jan’s
memorial fund. Please know that we
achieved our aim of purchasing a Syringe
Driver and lock box. In fact we will exceed it
as Jan’s cousin’s daughter who is the office
manager for MCC is hosting a fund raiser at
Lord’s next month. It will be a fitting tribute
to Jan’s life as she thought so much about
OTHERS.




Can you name the musical just from its logo?

Send your answers into secretary@stageonetheatre.com The one with the most correct answers will
receive a prize of a bar of chocolate at September Club Night!
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