November 2022

SPOTLIGHT
Editor: Adrian Woolcott. Contact me by emailing: productionmanager@stageonetheatre.com
If you have any articles you would like included in the next Spotlight, please ensure you send them to me before the 25th of the month.

Our Christmas Panto - Aladdin

Some of the colourful cast of Aladdin. From top left: Empress (Liz Pearce), Emperor (Peter Moore), Wishy-Washy (Thomas
Schendel), Aladdin (Sian Williams), Widow Twankey (Roger Bailey).

Rehearsals are now well under way for our spectacular Christmas panto: Aladdin. As
you would expect it features all the traditional elements of classic panto: an evil villain,
a beautiful princess, a principal boy (Sian Williams of the amazing legs), a dame (Roger
Bailey with his amazing frontage), beautiful dancing girls courtesy of the Thompson
school of dancing, an athletic Wishy Washee and even a flying carpet scene! It really is a
show not to be missed. 19.30pm 5th to 10th December, 15.00 performance on the 9th.
Tickets will be available from the 14th at the theatre box office on Monday and Friday
mornings or by phone on 99 967737, or you can email now to reserve your tickets.
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Shakespeare at Curium
Next year's production will be "The Taming of the Shrew"
directed by Penny Cook.
Auditions will take place at St Barnabus Church Hall, Limassol on
24th November at 6.00 pm and 26th November at 3.00 pm
Anyone wishing to audition should contact Penny Cook on 99553429
for further details and audition pieces.
CLUB NIGHT THURSDAY 17th November
Our next Club Night will be on Thursday 17th November and we are finally able to dance
to the much-heralded Moses and his Disco which may or may not have been brought
down from Mount Sinai. In any event, it will be a lot of fun and we plan to have an
American Supper, ie. bring a plate of food to share and come and enjoy yourselves.
Bar as usual, 19.00 for a 19.30 start. December will see a return to our very popular
Carol singing evening with Harmony, who have some great new arrangements of
popular Christmas songs plus all the traditional join-in favourites. This will be on
Thursday 15th December, 19.00 for 19.30.

FIRST AIDERS NEEDED
We urgently need first aiders to be part of the Front of House team on performance
nights. Training will be organised and paid for by Stage One.
If you feel that you could undertake this very important role, please contact any
member of the committee, or email me at the address above.

NEW CONTACT NUMBER FOR THEATRE ENQUIRIES
We have a new contact number and email address for general enquiries. The number is
97 697962 and our new email address is hello@stageonetheatre.com.

BETH BOWLING
For the last two years we have relied on Beth to advise the membership of changes to
the COVID regulations, efficiently and accurately. On behalf of the Committee and all
Stage One members I would like to thank her publicly for all the help she has given us
all. I and all of us are truly grateful. Peter Sandwith
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POSTER DISTRIBUTORS
Advertising is the lifeblood of our productions and, while we have a good on-line
presence these days, good old posters and flyers are still one of the best ways to get
news of our productions out to our potential audiences.
Paphos covers a very large area as you are well aware and getting poster and flyer
coverage is a major undertaking. If you can help out by distributing posters and flyers to
businesses in your area or at events, we would be very grateful.
Please contact me on 97 638930 if you can help with this vital task.

ITEMS MISSING FROM WARDROBE
Three items of costume have gone missing from our wardrobe. If you have borrowed
anything please can you ensure that it, or they, are returned as soon as possible as we
rely on our wardrobe very heavily when costuming productions.

CAN YOU DESIGN POSTERS
THAT CAN BE USED TO
ADVERTISE OUR NEXT SHOW?
Fiona has been doing most of them, successfully
and beautifully, for the last 10 years and now
wishes to take a break. We are very grateful to her.
Is there anyone in the membership who would like
to take on this job please.

COMMITTEE MEETING
Every month we hold a committee meeting at the theatre where we discuss all manner
of items concerning the smooth running of Stage One Theatre. If you have any
questions or wish to raise any issues with the committee, please email our secretary
Jane Stephens at janestephensstageone@outlook.com, or approach a committee
member at a club night.
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CHRIS EKIN-WOOD
CHRIS EKIN-WOOD died on Monday 24th
October at his home in Sri Lanka at the
great age of 89. He had been ill for some
time but was being cared for at home by
his friend and his family. He joined Stage
One in 2002 after an illustrious career in
the UK, the highlight of which was his role
as Tevye in Fiddler on the Roof. He and I
made our Stage One debuts in Coat of
Varnish; directed by Caroline Harman
Smith and he and the retiring David Lewis gave a masterclass in acting on our stage. He
then played the Dame in Arabian Knights and was awarded the best actor that year.
Three superb productions followed, An Inspector Calls in 2006, Waiting in the Wings in
2007 and finally Separate Tables in 2014.
Those of us in those plays will remember how he directed with precision and accuracy
and each word had a specific move or gesture. He knew those plays intimately and
always needed a year of preparation.
He used to run a monthly play reading group with seven of us at his home in Kissonerga.
We read some of the best plays ever written and the scripts and character guides were
delivered a month before our “performances”, and when we arrived a feast of food and
drink were waiting for us. He was the most generous of men.
He left for Sri Lanka with his young carer who has looked after him constantly in his
home there, first in Colombo and latterly at his carers’ family home in Galle. I have sent
our condolences to his Sri Lankan family and his sister who used to attend many of our
plays at Stage One.
Peter Sandwith.

Did you know…?
The origin of “In the Limelight”
The origins of “in the limelight,” which refers to being the focus of public attention, are
linked to a type of stage lighting that was popular in the 19th century. The “lime” in
limelight has nothing to do with fruit but rather with a chemical compound, calcium
oxide, also known as quicklime. In the early 1820s, English inventor Goldsworthy
Gurney developed a blowpipe that burned hydrogen and oxygen to create an extremely
hot flame. When Gurney heated calcium oxide in the flame it produced an intense
white light, dubbed limelight.
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In 1837, limelight was used for the first time to illuminate a stage, at London’s Covent
Garden. During the second half of the 19th century, theatres regularly utilized this
powerful form of light, which could be focused into a beam to spotlight specific actors
or an area of the stage, as well as to create special effects such as sunlight or moonlight.
However, a downside to limelight was that each light needed someone to monitor it
and adjust the block of lime as it burned. Additionally, this type of lighting proved to be
a fire hazard.
In 1879, Thomas Edison demonstrated the first practical electric light bulb and by the
end of the 19th century most theatres had switched from limelight to electricity, which
was safer and more economical. Nevertheless, this development didn’t signal lights out
for “in the limelight,” which remains a common expression, along with “stealing the
limelight” when an actor tries to draw attention to him or herself at the expense of
other actors!
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